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$100 Million Claims Filed Against State for
Allegedly Failing to Protect 2 Children

"We feel very strongly that the number of state employees and state agencies that were aware of
Sulaiman and his risk to children is overwhelming," Kelly Reardon of The Reardon Law Firm,
who is representing the boys, said. "Nobody put the pieces of the puzzle together. It is
remarkable that he had these children in his custody."
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The estate of two young boys is seeking permission to sue the state of Connecticut for $100 million
for allegedly failing to protect the children after they were attacked with a metal bat by a man with an
extensive criminal history.

The notices of claim filed with the Office of the Claims Commissioner argued that multiple state
officials and employees from the Department of Children and Families, Adult Probation Services and
family court should have known Abdulrahim Sulaiman, who was living with the boys' mother, should
not have been around the children.
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The incident occurred on Sept. 25, 2024. The 6-year-old boy was killed in the altercation and the 4-
year-old was seriously injured.

“We have just been made aware of this claim requesting permission to sue the State being filed and
at this time have no comment," Interim Commissioner for the DCF Susan Hamilton said in a
statement.

Spokesperson for Adult Probation, which is part of the judicial branch, Rhonda Hebert, declined to
comment on the allegations.

In 2011, Sulaiman was arrested for stabbing a man in the back and served a prison sentence. He
was accused of drugging and raping a woman in 2019. Sulaiman also had several charges of drug
abuse, storage of narcotics, and driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of drugs or
alcohol.

Sulaiman was on probation at the time of the attack, and the terms required him to stay away from
drugs and to make no threats or partake in violence toward family members. After a custody battle
with his ex-girlfriend, a Connecticut judge barred him from contacting his ex-girlfriend and their child
for a year on Sept. 10, 2024.

Sulaiman was married to the boys' mother, Anastasia Guzman. Guzman and Jimmy Escobar, the
boys' father, were involved with a custody dispute from 2021 through 2024. Guzman was granted
custody, and the claim alleged the state knew or should have known the boys were living with
Sulaiman.

On Sept. 20, 2024, Escobar received a call from the 6-year-old boy's school that he had not been
properly registered and had not shown up for school. Escobar allegedly contacted the DCF to
request a welfare check, but the DCF allegedly stated it would not conduct a check unless the school
asked. Escobar allegedly was unable to reach or find his ex-wife or children at the time.

"We feel very strongly that the number of state employees and state agencies that were aware of
Sulaiman and his risk to children is overwhelming," Kelly Reardon of The Reardon Law Firm, who is
representing the boys, said. "Nobody put the pieces of the puzzle together. It is remarkable that he
had these children in his custody."

Reardon said the process to be granted permission to sue the state for wrongful death and
negligence can be a lengthy process.

"We are going to conduct discovery in the Claims Commission,” Reardon said. "That discovery will
include taking depositions of state employees, DCF workers, judicial branch employees: the folks
who were supposed to be overseeing and monitoring Mr. Sulaiman. We'll be seeking document
production of all the DCF files, family court files and criminal case files regarding all of these
matters."

While Reardon said the Claims Commission can often also drag on for months because of
understaffing issues, she said the claims commissioner, Robert Shea Jr., has been moving the
claims through the process efficiently.

Reardon said it's complicated to choose the monetary damages requested in the claim because the
amount chosen is the cap the clients can recover.

"If you get a judgment from a judge that is higher than the number requested in your claim, you
cannot actually collect that number," Reardon said. "We always want to make sure the claim figure



that is filed is high enough to ensure that we can receive complete and full compensation for the
client.”

In this case, Reardon said the amount requested was reflected in the injuries: the boy who was killed
had his life ahead of him, and the boy who was injured is going to need mental health counseling and
other treatment for the rest of his life.

Reardon said, "That is something we take into consideration when we come up with the figures we

use.



